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0ld Cathedral ,started jn
Cl"'jstian Life Center, a
C,r r.hedral Li brary (l g68)
Vincennes Historic Distri

1825 ,.is noyr associ ated wi th an ol d 'l .i brary (l 840 ) nor.r the
rectory (.l840), St. Gabriel Coiiege (c. l-B3Z), and the 0ldto form a complex of compatable buildings located jn the
nt

0ld Cathedral is the key bu'iiding 'in this complex. Built on or near the site of earl jer
churches, th'is simple, Greek Rev'ival church is'in excellent condit'ion, hav'ing been
majntained continuously. The building:is brick bearing wall of a reddish oringe color,laid jn Flemish bond; it is rectangulir in shape wjth in apse at the south endl There
arrt three front bays, five bays on-each s.'ide, a high wood fnamed tovrer rrrith galvanizedjr^'r trjm a tower straddl ing the ridge at north end of gable roof . The ped,iilented
facade has three semi-circu:lar arched doorways with coriesponding drched'sculptura'l
njches above; brick buttresses separate bays on side elevat.ions. The roof gives a
Greek Revival feeling to the building even though there are no co.lumns or pitasters
in the front. Three voids on the first level feature four panel doors rvith semi-
c'ircular glass transoms. The interior has large vrooden Doric columns d'ividing the
nave from aisles, a semi-circular chancel at the south,a lvooden balcony at the north
end of the nave, painted canvas ce'i1ing, and a grypt below apse.

From the laying of the cornerstone in l826 to 1g20ts several alterati0ns r,/ere made to
the exteric.rr and interior of the 0ld Cathedral . In lB39 and lB40 B'ishoo de la
Hailand'iere added the apse, spire, clock, and four round venetian glass rvindoyrs in
the apse shovling St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John; and a crypt under
the apse.. iaintings of the Stations of the Cross were executed in France, admitted
to the UnileC States duty free by soecial act of Conqress and vrere jnstalled from
lB79 to I890. ltlelv rvjndows were placed jn the sjde walls in'1908. and hiqh brick
butiresses \{ere constructed at same tjme to support the s'ide rva:lls. The second level
voids were closed jn i911, and statues of St. Joan of Arc, St, Francis Xavier, and
St. Patrick rvere erected in the recessions in the .l920's. 

The statue of St. Joan .is

rhnrrnhi rn ho r\g f irst one erected after her cannon'ization i n -j920.
v,,vuY,,w

0ther structures i n the compl ex bl end r.rel I lvith the archi tecture of 01d Cathedral . The
old library building (now Christjan Life Center) vras construction in .l840 

immed'iately
southeast of the Cathedral on Church Street. Thjs building is one story on a h'igh'
basement featuring a hip roof w'ith end chimneys.

The'acade is brick bearjng rva11 of Flemish bonded red brjck. Three vo'ids give the
front elevat'ion a symmetrical appearance. Doors in the center void are caoped'rrith
an rrched glass transom, and side irjndovrs are.'also arched. The vo'ids are separated by
lo'.'r rel ief brick p jlasters below a pediment. The Rectcry :.ras constructed in .l340; it
is a two and a half story structure on a ra'ised basement vrith brick bearjng '//al I s vlith
common bond. The low hipped roof has one gable on the east, south, and l^rest faces.
There'is a brick cornice; the main door with jts straight transom sidelights and the
potch on Church Street is a later alteration. In recent years a tvro st0r.i addjtjon
and one story garage of brick have been added to the rear of.the structure. About.l837 the one and a half storll brick on a high basemerrt, St. Gabriei Colleqe structure
was bui I t as a semi nary and l,ras rel ated to the Col l ege of \/i ncennes . Al that renrai ns
of 1:he criginal college js 'uhe small brick bujldr'ng r.rhich vas restcred in .1954 

b-y the
Fnrrrth flpnrop Knights of Columbus, Assemby of Indjana. The new library (.|968) Oullding



;r,i No to:3ooa
v l9.7il

L'-
?.

" i 'rttt,o STATES Dt-PARTvIENT ol: I l-lL INTtRI'oR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

,\ATIC}NAL R,EGISTTR OF HISTORIC PLq,CES
IN VE}JTOR.Y .. NOMINATI ON F ORIVI

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

CONTI NUATION SHEET lrEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

i
|.

T\

F-

{

at ti,e back of the'courtyard js a one story brjck structure wjth a low hip roof' The

rkluble cloor entry in the center of the front facade with arched-91ass above the doors

r.esembles the entrance to the ota t ibru.y. Low r'el jet brick p'ilasters beneath a

peciiment separated sl ight arched recess'ions '

The 0ld Cathedral and its dependanc'ies with
entry, and wjndow lines, blend well into a

a.nother

thejr brjck construction and s'im'ilar roof,
complex of buildings wh'ich support one
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0ld Cathedral in Vincennes isrrssociation with the earl y hireDresents the role of thl Caearly years of Unitea Siatei

sign'ifjcant because
storical development
thol ic Church durinq

co ntro I

of its architectural merit andof the area. The 0la CatfreJrat
the periods of French rute-anj'

t
I

\

The architectural significance of the church is-due to the fact that it is an excellentexample of a Greek Rev"ivai-liru.cir. 5tu.i.j'in teeo ano-iir;ii.,.a in 1840 rviirr srightexterior alterations in 1908 ind l9li,-ii-r.ii".ti u-.on.spi"qt un-ity that is rare.The earlv Greek Revival tivi."rur.poputar in tlrq first h;ii-of the nineteenth.unrrry.Interior features ot unusuil-cyat'iiv-irom ti"ie reoo;r-;.;-;;u;ned glass arches overthe doorwavs, the bish;;;i-crri'i1, ,ollusJnui"prrpit on-a-.;;;;; pedestai, and stonebapt'istrv' The crucifilion o.ttino ilre'm;;r ;itar, rvas painteJ in lB70 on piaster bythe ilerman artist Lampr..i f ,-tir''o a..o"uf.o 'rJr. 
than 3b0 .rrJr.r.'.. in the united States.Interior columns supporting the roof are oofiu" togs cover.i,,ith lath and plaster.

The rectory and old and netv ltgluf, buildjnqs are, ngl.gnlv good examples of periodarchitecture but also jlluitrate hbw old and new buildings ian brend toge.ther andserve a usefui purpose.

The 0ld cathedral is one of the few.remaining vjsible evidences of French influence inIndjana's development' Jesuit mjriioni"i.i"Jurr.a through the area sometime before thefirst 1os chapel'was.onii.r.i.;;;'i;s'4';;5; near the iite or the grd cathedrar. Thepresent structure repiaced in l826 u t..oni iog.hr".h erected in .,786.

The 0ld cathedral. parish had important t'ies to George.Rogers clark,s capture of Fortsackville' r'vhich helped suir..'the 0lo l'rorirrwest rerritoi,v for the un.ited states.Father Pierre G'ibault, -ttrtoi.'itutr. 
now stanJi'il rroni-or tte cathedrar , was theindividual credited with;;;r;;g the French civiriani or"vin.lnn., to the Amer.icancause prior to clank's anrival;"dYring ihe r.ig. most Frenchmen maintained a benevorentt'eutral itv r,'rhir:,1 r:y, acliyely aia.J"ciu"r.]" iotonei Fr;;;;;"vigo, a spanish traderbelonging to Fafhgr G]b.qYit;i iarish: provj'ied'clark wit! important jnformation aboutthe Britjsh caoture of Vincennls. Vjgb fut.r-moved to Vjncennes and died there in .l836.The l'lorthwest Libentv eeii";; ;h; ,;;;;^*iifr or the cuu,,.jrui ,ou, brousht rrom Francein 1742 and on t:?:Yltt-zs, \'lig' rang out news of the surrender of Fort Sackvirewhi ch had taken pi ace i n th: ri rit I og ah;p;i.'"

The fjrst log churches recorded and sanctioned bjrths, education, marriage, and burialsrn the conrmunitu;-^il:^l!"gng catholic infiu.n.._in edrciii;;;,.., the vjncennes areacontinued after-Americans ociupled the ";g;;;." Father Jean R. Rivet, pastor from rz96
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to .l804, 
became headmaster of the Jefferson Academ'z and Congress granted hjm $200.00

to teach Ind'ians 'in the area. Terrjtorial Governor Wjlliam Henry Har^rjson thought
enouqh of Father Rjvet, who was one of the fjrst public school teachers jn indiana,
that he sent his sons to him for instruction. One of the most learned men'in America,
in the lB30's was Bishop Sjmon Gabriel Brute, who establjshed Vjncennes College in
1836. Th'is. institution was to be a college and sem'inary for young men training for
tl'e oriesthood under the direct'ion of the Eudist Fathers. In lB35 he had his books
sent from a school that he had established jn Emmjtsburg, l'larvland; these volumes
reflected his interest in all asoects of life and became the basis for the first
library establ'ished in Indjana.

0ld Cathedr^al represents the popularity of Greek Revival archjtecture in the Mjdurest
in the early .|800's. 

More importantly remajns as a symbol of the French Catholjc
jnfluence in Clark's capture of the 0ld Northwest jn the Revolutionary War and in
Indiana's colonial and educational development.
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